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HEADNUARTHRS
1st Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein), ™F
FPO San Francisco 94602

3/ JCW/‘!‘gs
05750
-" ' . 3 .Sept 1966
From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (attn: S-3)

Subj: Command Chronclogy: 1-31 August 1966

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2
(b) Div0 5750.1
(c) Regt0 5750.1

1, In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1)
is subnitted herewith. ' .
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HEADNUARTERS
lst Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein), WMF
3/JCW/rgs
05750 :
3 Sept 1946

nn—

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1-31 Aupust 1966

PART I: ORGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART TI: CENEPAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS NURING RE®CRTING PERICD
PART III: SENUENTIAL LISTING OF SICNIFICANT EVENTS

iPART IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART T: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA -

1. Reporting Unit. Ist Battalion, 9th Marines

2. Location of Command- Post.. OL0001H Aurust to 12 :
e e T A e “ALLS OOH Aﬁ 24
1966:  Vicinftv Hill 55, DANANG TACR, coordinates?(N§ 9666§;§st

Nurirg the period 161800H AUgusv @ 1 : -

(Forward) was established at”co'ordinazgs 92%25@#&4%’“’1’3&3@ t
August. e 181300 August, the Command Post (Forward) was at coordi-
nates 953543, At 181300 Aupust, the Cormmand Post (Forward) hepsan
noving back toward the liberty bridee site and rsturnsd to Hill 55
ab 181230 Aurust.

3, DPeriod Covercd bv remort.. -3t aupust ¥966

Lhe Commanding Officer and Staff

Commanding Officer : LtConl JONES
Executive Officer M- DAY

5-1 2dLt FARKER
S=2 1stlt KING

5-3 Ma j THATENHURST
Sely Cr % CUTCOMB

5« Principal Subordinate Units,
H&S Comwnany _ Capt STONE

Comoany "AM Capt VONHARTEN
Comoany "B" e Capt SPLEAN
Company "C" (OnCon 3d Bn, 9th Mar 20 Aug 1966) 1lstIt CONNELL
Comnany '"M" g ' Cant KEYS - -
3d Plt, Comvany "B"; lst Amtrac Bn. 2dLt HORVATICH
2d P1t; Commany "C"; 3d AT Bn. - . _ 2d1t HOOx

2d Plt, Comvany "A", 3d Tank Bn. (OnCoh Commany: . 2dIt GARLAND

"M, 3d Tenk Bn) .

lst Plt; Commany "B", 3d Tank Bn. 2dLt NAGLE

Lth Plt, Comvany "C", 3d Fng Bn - o SSgt CROVE

FO Team D Battery, 24 Battalion, 12th Marines 2dLt CAMPBELL

Commany ''C", 9th MT Battalion (4 Trucks)

Comnanw "R, 24 Battalion, 3d Marines {(OnCorn 18-21  lstLt NUGENT .
. g ‘ 21 Aug 1966) 5

Commany "I'; 3d Bn; 9th Mar (OnCon 17-12 Aug 1966)  Cant NAVADELL

Commany "L", 3d Bn, 9th Mar (OpCon 17 August) Capt PYLE

2d Troov, 4th Cav Rept (OpCon 18-19 Aug 1966)

6, Comrond Structure, 1-31 August 19¢6, OoCon 9th Marines with
responsibilitv for ¥orthern sector of the 9th Marines zone of Action,
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. Average SQI'@U

Officers USMC: 33
Of ficers USN: 13
™listed USMC: 955
Tnlisted USN: 53

h for Montr of Aurust.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. " .

NS

PART TT: GENWRAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

J. T I O; N PERI@‘-

MDuring the renorting veriod, the Battzlion was resnonsible foq the
northern nortion of the 9th Marines zone of actions This respon-

sibility included the occunation, defense, and denial of VC influence

into the area; establishment and maintenance of .a reconnaissance
network; offensive onerations, hoth in and outside the Battalion
area of resvonsibilitv; blocking and den—ing the use of the SONG
THUI BON to the VC in the 9t Marines zone of action; provided securitwv
for engineer construction units; provided seenfit~ for bridre and
water noint on SONG AT NGIIA, ferrv gite, and T.CM beaching noint on
the SONG THU BCNy malntalned river traffie control noints on the SONG
AT NGHIA, malntalred traffic control noints st junction of Liberty
road and- Route 14; provided svomort- of macification orograms as
directed, and nrovided one comnan~ as Perimental reserve, This =
resovonsibilitv was accomnlished by means of’ commanv and platoon
size search and clear onerations and asgresaive vatrol and ambush’
activitv of nlatoon and smuad size in aﬁ'attemnt to saturate the
Battalion zone of action. The continued develoment and immrove-
ment of semi-vermanent nositions assirmed within the zone .of action
has vrogressed steadilv. Because of the basic mission and the almost .
continuous emnlovment of 'all overational forees the formal training
effort was necessarilv limited, During the rnoortlnp period Comnany
"MD" was assismed as Battalion/Regimental reserve. Throughont the
renorting veriod two rifle Comanies overated in the area south of :
route 14 and north of the SONG THU BON while one rifle Comnany omer-
ated north of the SONG AI NCHIA 4R the Rattalion zone of action.
The area south of the SONC AI NGHIA-and north of Routé 14 normally *
covered hv the fourth rifle commanv, due to omerational comm1tments,
was covered hv one nlatorn for a total of 15 davs. All units were
involved in a deliberate and detailed clearing of VC forces and the
complete destruction of VC fortifications, and influence within the
assiened Z0A. Continued emvhasis is nlaced on complets demoliticn
and destruction of all actual or motential V€ tactical locales with
vrimarv emvhasis on reduction of YC trenches, tunnels, caves, and
familv tvoe bunkers. ™ 3 August, Comnanv "A'" conducted a pomula-
tion sween in Commany "A" area of responsiblitv which resulted in-
the collection of 2000 Vietnamese, and the canture of 3 VCC females,
On 031200H the boundary between this Battalion and 2d Battalion, .
1st Marines was changed to include a sliesht addition to this Battalions
gone of action on the eastern boundarv, - (ne nlatoon from Comnany "D"
conducted blocking vositions on the east side of the SONG YEN for
Commany "L', 3d Battalion, 3d Marines from 0A070CH-071200H. During -
the period 061700 to 071200 Comvany "A", supnorted bv tanks and LVT'S,
conducted a raid south of the SCNG VU GIA vieinity GS (AT 9053) des-
troving VC forces, fortifiecations, facilities and influence in the
araa,
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Uurlng‘mﬂfﬂkﬂﬂﬁd 101200H t6 111700H this Rattallon conducted omer-
ation WILCOX in accordance with Regimental Operatioh: Order 401-66

in the area known as DUC KY in‘lst Battalion, 9th Marines zone of
action, Op Con of Comnany "In,. 3d Battalion, Gth "Marines was held
from 101200H to 111520H; Comnanv "?” 24 Rattallon, gth' Marihes from
lOZhOOH “to 111100 for Operation’! JILGQX :Nuring the Period 16 Aupust-
21 August the Battalion conducted a search and” cledr. bneratlon in
conwunctlon with Oreration SWANNEL in the’area’ soluth - ‘of the SOKG THU
BOK "in “ac¢ordance with Ov Order 120-66, ..Op Con ‘of "Cémpany "EM, 2d
Battallon, 34 Marines was held from 161125H to' 211000H Op Con. Ccmpanyf
nIn, 34 Battalion, ‘9th Marines was held ‘from 170hOOH to 180825H, " Op.
Con Comoany ML", 3d Battalion, 9th Marines was held from 170400 to
171750, Op Con Detachment, 2d Troop, hth Calvarv Pegiment was held
from 1218304 to 191020H. OD Con IPM-B was held from 180700H to
2006004. Chomned Om Con Comnmany "CM, 1st Battalion, Oth Marines to

94 Battalion, 9th Marines from 200600H to 202000H. Three County

Fair operations 24, 25, and 26 have been eonducted on a continuing.
basis since 23 August in the Battalions ZOA north of SONG AT VEHIA
with Commany "A" as cordon forcé and.2d Comvany, 4th Battalion, 5lst
ARVN Regiment as search element. Dﬂrlng the revorting neriod one
platoon of RF and one nlatoon of FPF have operated with two forward
Companies. Theyv are rotated to DAL LOC on a weekly: basis. These -
Combined operations have proven to be verv satisfactory.  From 3.
August until the end of the remorting neriod, Scout Dogs,. varvung

in number from two to ewght were emnloved w1th the rifle comvanies

of this Rattalion with verw, successful results. These Scout Dogs
were obtained from the Scout Dog Platoon, 1st M, P. Battallon, 3rd
Marine Division. % o
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OF SIGNIFICANT EVINTS

1, Personnel, Detailed personnel data is contained in the S-1
Journal submitted as a su»porting document. This Battalion had a
slight increase in strength during this nerlodf’ .During this veriod
there were O officers and § enlisted Marines KTA and .22 enlisted
WIA, -This Battalion rotated O officers and 18 enlisted Marines to
CONU'S, and O officers and 13 enlisted Marines transferred bv Service
Pecord,  Replacements of 1 officer and 62 enlisted Marines were
receivecd, Sixty-three Marines were afforded the ovnrortunit~ to RER,
a, Three officers and Nine enlisted Navy renlacements received;
3 officers and 3 enlisted Navy were lost due to transfers, Three =
Navy persomnel were afforded opnortunity for R&R. DUIlI’l t_he. veriod
there were O officers ancJ 1 enl:nsted "avv WLA. :

2. .;dmlnlstratlon. Nothmg s:Lgn:_flcant' to reoort.

3., Intellmgence. During the month of August, enemy activitv in the

Z0A was limited -to harrassing tactics bv less than squad sme guerllla
forces except for the following lareger contacts: =~ - - -

2. On 14 August in the vicinity of (XT 97L574), Comhany neh made
contect with.15<20 VG, killing 3 and capturing two weavons; web geary,
grenades and uniforms.,
’ b, 0On 25 August, Commany "C! made contact with 15 VCva t (W‘ 951‘?‘37), »
resulting in one VC FIA confirmed and 5 KIA Drobables.‘ Two v%e&hoﬁs .
were cantured and grenades, web gpar and documents were recavered

from the area of contact, = - -

c, n O‘Qeratlon ST]LNN-HE the following si

made: 5

wcant con g«cts were-

mmber of VC at (AT 9"’9"\30), Killing 17 7C and racovering one weapon
and several ﬁocpments. In a.dﬁltw on, an AO rehorted k'l ll‘!np‘ 20 VC
in suhvort of Commany M"CM,

d. On 19 Aupust. Commany "A", in dei‘en51ve nositions at (AT

967548) received 8lmm and 60mm mortar fire and hm]vv small arms f3 re. \\/,,:f:'»j o

Ten VC were report “KIA (Prob).

e. On 20 Al ti"' Commany "A" in’ defen51ve noswt.lons (AT 957550)
receiveéd two mor’ brs .and heavy small arms fire from 50 VC resultlng
in 15°VC XI4 probable.

f, - Also on 20 ‘August,. Comnany "C" made contact with an- est:n_mated
VC companv at (AT 901545). Thev received heavv small arms fire and.-
60mm mortar fire, Company "C" reported 5 VC KIA (Prob). Small arms\ _
harrassmg ingidents continued td occur fresuentlv iny ths “1¢ck1np
nositions along the SONG THU BOM, Mining incidents “on the f-also
contirued with a sllght ineréase noted near the end ‘of the wonth,
Several-County Fairs were condueted durlng fugust 'md thev proved :
to be very successful. :

»

DECLASSIFIED

(1) 17 Au;mst Comnany "C" made-cofitact w1th an tmknown s Ll




DECLASSIFIED

) C L et
.f""f e i . v . oo
e
-

L \%1dh“tmf\ Device.

Iarge tunnels and caves were found and destroved in-I% SOM (=Y
CHAU 50N (1), and PUC KY (1), & total of 13 VC were killid on
thése Operations, There were two instances of "C térror tactics
in our 704 during the month of lupust. On the 5th of Migust,
the VC entered the villac of CAM VAN, murdered 13 Vietnamese
civilians and wounded 3. Iater in the month the VC entered the
Famlet of TPUNG AN (2), and burned 80 homes 2nd killed one P¥

l, T'xrfa.re. ', r‘“he freneral theme for the month

’f- 'pbeal to the TC m:;-al v to t‘ﬂe
by the followine meens: .., . ' o
: (1) The I Corps T’SV—\’WDS Pield ':chment aur‘lo t@am o
onducter4 operations from Hill 55, “Tibertv Rodd and- T’oute 14,
ralso assisted.dn. the Psy-tlar portion of the- County: Tairs. -
e 62) - The T’e;rrqment 2l sound svstem was used to’ Hrmr‘;cast
t’we truth to Viet Uationals aboub the US ‘*’IZLSSILOH in- VF :
#the Battalion .and: Demrmem;al Taternfeterss =
(3) County Fair Cperations were conducted in Lo %ON (‘S),
#@HAY SN (1), and.PUC KY (1). .The villase Chiefs from thése: & .,
L 4itlases confucted psv- Tar speeches md il 'troﬂuced C—VN contr'el
bo the -areani- o -
(L,) Face-to-Face T’e:r'su'wslon ~ran conr’ucfed ."\ ' the (‘moanles
in the field..: . R ;
O oachs ISpEeial Operations. - 1o g, " ' con
" Tmphlowment of the “NLI"PS-?L ID]G[GO qnd the ;Inwfrared

la

mar (1)~ AN/TPS-21.. The Rattallon"h Jonlﬁ "oreé J /Tu »21

'wnd 11: was @wplo ved -in reserve near “the Batta llon'f‘FP dur:mrr ’phe

R g SMbrth @i‘ ‘upust,

Y Ythb m‘onJrh of uoust

A r’-‘ (2) )Inzl'z

’\q’\

No contacts were. rpworted"_ uring ‘th:.s perfiod SREE af afﬂ I
PR (3} Infrared Sighting ’Wev1ce.) Fiftoen' nipet: 3;’:@_3%5:
were on hand in the Batta l;g)n (‘u;'mp' e v?&’ibh"éof: fabwsthe AL

of the scn*)es were ‘a~ailaXle for Nise' By e ¥ T G’,drmmﬁ»is{s.;
V_contﬂcts were reporterq . !

L. Tralnlngj.. T unf*s redeive neriodic instructions concerning
the mission and rolo of US Torces in the Pevublic” of Vietnam, the-
rules of engagement 5 cmd the handling of wnrisoners,- fdditionally,
on~the«jobh tr;wlnlnv was, conr‘urted for-all ranks and MOS's. One .

man attended TCO: school in (‘klnawa, one man to Field Communication
Cperators. school, and ore min attended the water safety course in ‘
Saigon, The sivtv-twd’ venlncemen £ were siven 5. davs mﬂoctrmatlon
nrlor to baing sgnt to th@ cmomles. L :

"l_ Operations. Wothing sirfnif‘icant.
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L o merdod wwth ere

L

:530 Oﬂlcal 1nﬁ Chenlcal Warfﬂre.' Nothinp significant.

e

Nuélear,

:a»g.

'7. Commenﬁ and Control‘. Nothlnv 51rn1flcant

-5 'Conmun1cat10ns and Jlectronlcs.. ﬁurlno the reporting period,
i+ *the Battalion recplved 63 *h/FRC-Zﬁ‘s and fistribution was nade to
R the conoanles. : - S

\wg.r.C}osa Combpt Yothlnn 81vn1flcant.$

21087 Tivs aupnort and’ Tlre »upport Fnordlnﬂtlon._vhrtillerv WS
--;emploved’bn tarsets of opportunitiy, on Jmowr “enemy- minefields, on
4-codnte 'm,rtar hntterv n051t10ns and in the restrlctlon of enenmv -
--ﬂovanent at night throurh” “harassnent ‘and ‘interdiction fires., One,
“time on terret migsion was flrpt’on 3. @usnected enenv asssmblv area
with nevﬂ+1va,requ1ts._50n éall defensive fires were provided each
Cinits §R stAtic and moving sitmations and rpFlStrlthn of these
‘ concpntretlons wos stressed ;T‘ernunent ﬂefenglve “fires were provided
Amits in's ;oerMﬂnent 9031t10ns qnﬁ the revlstrﬂtlon of these fires
' OMhleteﬂ .
ce et T -1

al

flreé 190 ?Jrﬂ w1391ons curln the renorting
i) " 1] ’} 19 .‘(1 Tq;;- ,..\).
o evpencded follows:

’breakﬂown of the tVDe of ﬂlSSlOns fi

2T~rdets of onoortunﬂtv
Cmncenur ation repwqtrﬂtwnn
”1ne?131€ (o
"Tine on Targeb:-
o -herial. observer_=n
oo 1”Counter—nort

3

. Hand T . ¥

D lrmo ‘expenceds 105 How. ST 3,038

o : : 155 How. 24
ngrinch .0

. Total | 3,984

b. The #lmm supvort was nrovided to each commanv by a section
of ‘81rri mort~rs. The 8lmm vlatoon fired ‘45 ‘combat missions and
received credit for 15 VC KI1. and one 60mn.mortcr (”rob) frmo
‘extended is as follows:

_ HE/L HE A ILL WP
H and I fires 0192 3623 Al 2775
Combat Missions - 1725 08 1079
' R 192 - 5408 - 129 3854

1. logistics., Turing the remortlnr variod, combined lO"lSthS
continued to be eyten31ve. S8ix tons of enu1pment and supnli
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16,
'Tconcenirated itTs ¢ivil action efforts to Hill 55 comnlex, BICH BAC

.)attallon. Dai

Clothing, soap, rlce, and” L érs.firere
‘within the 70 Utotal of 16 c1v1llans were'ﬂeﬁ~cvaceﬁ Aur-ing the

. via surfﬁce moﬁes to flelﬂ”bqeed unlts. ‘lso seven - ﬁmmunltlon hupkers
».(12'x 121). were ‘constructed out of 22,400 sendbags. During this
-.Unrlod, the amount of‘mlles ‘trave

led bv Battalion: vuhlcles tota 1ed

] ANO

dr: e Defense. Nothlng"51gnificant. ,<:_fm;_‘\{§

'4513 Gombat uir ,upborﬁ sip subnﬁrt was uséd when n2écessery by
thls cnmncnﬂ ﬂurlnn th;o renart np perloﬂ A total of

El ﬂeﬂevacs
“aic; . ‘irborne

A"ﬁobqervprs in O]— é ane UP~1*'§ were used ?nr ﬁrounﬂ Observation
.;,mﬁ%wmwtofmmmﬁlmns."Wﬁfﬂwlhmc“rwmﬁww1m@’m
" the 119th nnfq 20th For’ iXlumination and supnort, Thisft"ne aireraft

ahilit to 111hm1naie it's own:tﬁrr“ts.anf bring -0 hear, enornous
fire mower - ﬂlﬂﬂd sukst ntla “dn renuls1nf'an enemv attack .on Comp
MAT on the ]Oth esupmly o “the“1nﬂ1v1ﬂual commanies was orovided
by UH—”A s and. U”—37'~ on o, limited: basls to relleve thetload on
OUI' "”QT""]_‘['L].I’U‘ tl’""(‘( vrﬂ'\] C]ES. e

1ﬁ;j ﬁedical nﬁ Uﬂntul Supnort . Ndfhiné siqhificénﬁ.>

o

15, Fhaﬁlqln wubnort Miring tHeFﬁonth of upusﬁ UQUnd}v divine services

m@*e conucker on-Hill 55 and 11113 5, for Pathollcs anﬂ Protestants,

*leeklr church s=rvices were 21s0 held 1ﬁ each commanv. Hospital
visits were made to CHAPLIT MED and N3A. The chavnlain recorded 10 «
comselling and 5 Red: Cross cusﬂs. Poman Catholic Mass was said for
Vietnarizse of AW TTACH- village, Catholic coverase was also. provided
for 9/1-CP 2/1° CP, 1/11 C BR: "O B.ITYRY, and Company "B" at HA

DONG brldge. R

CIVll‘Affairs. Turing the month of Aupust, the Battalion

amlﬂ* and the, several FOJ’EV Fair, onerwtlons concucted bv the
v Med-Cap. wAs eiven gfqlll 55. an' BICH BAC by the
B.S corpsman. mvar’lloo ClVljlme gttreated during this veriod,
#istributed in various areas

month of uoust_

I

i ) L.

s,
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9.1 Journal
5.2 Journal

S-3 Journal

PART IV: SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS
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